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Local music teacher preparing students
for 93rd Truro Music Festival

TRURO - For the last 93 years, local
musicians have spent this time of year
prepping for the Truro Music Festival. For
24 of those years, Lorraine Brocklehurst
has been working with her students.

This year, the local piano teacher will have
upwards of 20 students competing in the
long-running festival, including Madeline
and Isabella Young, who were at her Smith ~ © Ryan Cooke/Truro Daily News _

. Isabella and Madeline Young practice their

Avenue home on Saturday morning for piece for the family duet category at the

their regular practice. upcoming Truro Music Festival, with the
guidance of their piano teacher, Lorraine

. . Brocklehurst. The duet is just one of four
When asked how the sisters decided to categories each sibling will take part in at the

compete as a duet in the family category, festival, which gets underway today.
the younger Isabella shoots her big sister a
sideways glance on the piano stool.

“It was all her idea,” she said before the two laugh.

“Some days it’s not so easy,” said 15-year-old Madeline,
“Some days we’re not on the same page at all.”

Saturday was not one of those days, however, as the duo
effortlessly breezed through “Habanera,” perhaps the
most famous piece from Georges Bizet’s opera “Carmen.”

Even after all the years of teaching, Brocklehurst still finds
enjoyment in entering students in new categories, such as
the family duet. The Young sisters will be up against
seven others, including a few mother/daughter
combinations.

“It’s interesting with the family duet,” Brocklehurst said.
“They have the familiarity and commonality of
musicality. | think that’s what makes it so interesting.”

For Brocklehurst, the Truro Music Festival is just a part of
life come the spring of the year. The competition,
matched with the discipline and fun of learning music,
provides a lot for children and their parents.

“(The festival) was something | grew up
with,” she said. “Not only is it a nice thing
for the kids to be involved with in terms of
having a goal... but it’s a nice life lesson. It
prepares them for so much.”

It’s also a lot of fun for the teachers, she said.
Despite it being a competition, there’s no ill-
will or wishing for advantages, she said.

http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-21/article-4085580/Positivity-through-piano/1[10/27/2016 4:40:59 PM]


http://www.trurodaily.com/media/flying/5149/crimestoppers.pdf
http://www.trurodaily.com/media/flying/5149/prodirectory0612.pdf
http://www.careerbeacon.com/index.html
http://www.careerbeacon.com/search/en/0/4/62/484/0/-1/-1/-1/-1/0/3/MB1610270488
http://www.careerbeacon.com/search/en/0/4/62/484/0/-1/-1/-1/-1/0/3/MB1610260189
http://www.careerbeacon.com/search/en/0/4/62/484/0/-1/-1/-1/-1/0/3/MB1610260186
http://www.careerbeacon.com/search/en/0/4/62/484/0/-1/-1/-1/-1/0/3/MB1610260188
http://www.careerbeacon.com/search/en/0/4/62/484/0/-1/-1/-1/-1/0/3/MB1610269823
http://www.careerbeacon.com/search/en/0/4/62/484/0/-1/-1/-1/-1/0/3/MB1610269821
http://www.careerbeacon.com/search/en/0/4/62/484/0/-1/-1/-1/-1/0/3/MB1610269820
http://www.careerbeacon.com/search/en/0/4/62/484/0/-1/-1/-1/-1/0/3/MB1610269818
http://www.trurodaily.com/PageVolante/6538/jobs?siteId=92
http://www.trurodaily.com/PageVolante/6538/jobs?siteId=92
https://www.careerbeacon.com/user_create.html
https://www.careerbeacon.com/user_create.html
http://www.trurodaily.com/Poll/16338/All-polls
http://www.trurodaily.com/Poll/16338/All-polls
http://www.trurodaily.com/media/issues/flipbook/0000015107/
http://www.trurodaily.com/Sports/2015-03-22/article-4085868/Game%2C-set%2C-match/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/Sports/2015-03-22/article-4085865/Crushers-destroy-Bearcats%2C-force-Game-6/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/Sports/2015-03-22/article-4085865/Crushers-destroy-Bearcats%2C-force-Game-6/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/Opinion/Editorials/2015-03-22/article-4085863/Thumbs-up%2C-thumbs-down/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/Opinion/Columns/2015-03-22/article-4085862/Family-Matters%3A-Getting-through-the-rough-weeks/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/Opinion/Columns/2015-03-22/article-4085862/Family-Matters%3A-Getting-through-the-rough-weeks/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085861/Daytime-parking-ban-not-a-consideration-at-this-point/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085861/Daytime-parking-ban-not-a-consideration-at-this-point/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085857/Upper-Stewiacke-native-on-national-4-H-advisory-committee/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085857/Upper-Stewiacke-native-on-national-4-H-advisory-committee/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085857/Upper-Stewiacke-native-on-national-4-H-advisory-committee/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085853/Cost-of-low-emissivity-ceiling-at-the-RECC-to-pay-for-itself-in-energy-savings/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085853/Cost-of-low-emissivity-ceiling-at-the-RECC-to-pay-for-itself-in-energy-savings/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085853/Cost-of-low-emissivity-ceiling-at-the-RECC-to-pay-for-itself-in-energy-savings/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085825/Portion-of-Trans-Canada-Highway-closed/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2015-03-22/article-4085825/Portion-of-Trans-Canada-Highway-closed/1

Positivity through piano - Local - Truro Daily News

“We’re all on the same page. Even though

it’s a competition we come in happy to see

each other. We’ve never really felt it (as a competition). We just want the students to
have that positive experience.”

For the Young siblings, part of the experience is learning to manage their time and being
prepared. With three weeks before being called to the stage for their discipline, the sisters
already feel ready to perform.

“It’s a lot of practice time and work,” Madeline said. “I don’t find it’s as much sitting
down and forcing myself to do things anymore. It kind of comes naturally now.”

The Truro Music Festival will kick off Monday with the Musical Theatre, Jazz/Blues,
Song and Dance, and Monologues and Recitations categories running at the Marigold
Centre until Wednesday. Other categories will pick up at the end of the week and run
through to May 8. For a full schedule, visit www.truromusicfestival.ca.

ryan.cooke@trurodaily.com

Twitter: @tdnryan
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